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C
om

ponent 3:
C

onceptual discussion of the 
analysis, theory, and critique of 
off-the-grid discourses and prac-
tices. This is the section in w

hich 
you w

ill integrate engagem
ent 

w
ith the texts and discussions 

from
 this sem

ester. This should 
be about 500-750 w

ords. R
efer 

back to your notes &
 reading 

responses, as w
ell as to m

y 
presentation slides and Zoom

 
recordings of our discussions.

D
escription

D
raw

ing inspiration from
 the 

W
hole E

arth C
atalog, and in 

particular the w
ay that its founder 

S
tew

art B
rand created a social 

netw
ork for circulating ideas, 

create an off-the-grid, “low
 tech” 

social netw
ork to circulate ideas 

about off-the-grid m
edia w

ithin 
the learning com

m
unity of our 

class.

P
roduce a zine and share it 

your classm
ates through vari-

ous m
eans – probably prim

arily 
the international and U

S
 postal 

system
s. 

Your zine should be com
prised of 

four com
ponents ...

C
om

ponent 1:

A
n off-the-grid experience. A

r-
range an off-the-grid experience, 
w

hatever that m
eans to you: 

going into nature including urban 
nature or a park, getting off the 
electrical grid or other grids for 
som

e am
ount of tim

e, m
editation, 

unplugging from
 social m

edia 
or com

m
unication netw

orks for 
som

e am
ount of tim

e. D
ocum

ent 
the experience: w

ritten obser-
vations, sketches, or som

ething 
else. R

eflections on w
hat it 

m
eans to get off-grid today: in 

2021, during the spring sem
ester, 

am
id a global pandem

ic, in N
ew

 
York C

ity or w
herever you are as 

som
eone at least partly connect-

ed to N
ew

 York C
ity.
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C
om

ponent 2:

A
dvice, reflections, and how

-to 
for a D

IY electronics project. 
(Your P

roject 1.) For this com
-

ponent you should share reflec-
tions and observations from

 your 
project w

ork, including notes 
about w

hat your project did, w
hy 

som
eone m

ay w
ant to do it, and 

tips that m
ight help som

eone 
else w

ho w
ants to im

plem
ent 

this. Include several im
ages, at 

m
inim

um
 including a schem

atic 
or diagram

, and tw
o photos of its 

operation.


